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PROCEEDINGS 

OF  THE 

NATIVE  AMERICAN  STATE  CONVENTION, 

HELD  AT  HARRISBURG,  PENNSYLVANIA, 

February  22^  1S45. 


At  10  o’clock  the  Convention  was  called  to  order  by  Elihu  D.  Tarr,  who 
moved  its  temporary  organization,  by  Thomas  Wattsoriy  Esq,  of  Philadelphia 
taking  the  chair,  which  was  agreed  to. 

E,  J.  Sneeder^  of  Lancaster,  and  J.  Heron  Foster,  of  Alleghany,  were  ap¬ 
pointed  Secretaries. 

Mr.  Cooper  offered  the  following  Preamble  a:nd  Resolution  which  was  una¬ 
nimously  adopted. 

Whereas,  the  Father  of  our  Country,  (the  anniversary  of  whose  birth  we  have  this  day  met 
to  commemorate,)  and  his  illustrious  compeers,  always  prefaced  their  deliberations  and  their 
battles  by  prayer  to  God  for  strength  and  wisdom,  therefore 

Resolved,  That  we,  the  sons  of  that  country  for  which  they  fought  and  bled,  looking  to 
the  same  source,  will  open  our  sessions  with  prayer. 


Which  was  agreed  to,  and  Messrs.  Heisely,  Kenrick,  and  Few  appointed  a 
committee  to  invite  the  attendance  of  clergymen,  in  order  to  carry  the  resolu¬ 
tion  into  effect. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Chaloner,  a  committee  of  three  were  appointed  a  com¬ 
mittee  to  obtain  the  credentials  and  prepare  a  roll  of  the  members  of  the  Con¬ 
vention. 

Messrs.  Chaloner,  Ott,  and  Wright  having  been  appointed,  reported  the  fol¬ 
lowing  roll  of  delegates,  viz.: 

City  of  Philadelphia. 


Jiliddle  Ward — Gen.  Peter  Sken  Smith. 
Cedar  Ward — Geo.  R.  Harmstead. 

North  Mulberry  Ward — Ed.  M.  Spencer. 
South  Mulberry  Ward — William  Hughes. 
Nevf  Market  Ward — -Lewis  C.  Levin. 
Chesnut  Ward — Samuel  R.  Kramer. 

Hi^h  Street  Ward — James  B.  Reese. 


Loioer  Delaivare  rfarJ— James  Peters. 
Upper  Delaivare  Ward — Thomas  Wattson. 
South  Ward — Dr.  A.  D.  Chaloner. 
Walnut  Ward — G.  Blight  Browne. 

North  Ward — Joshua  L.  Husbands. 

Dock  TVard — William  R.  Dickerson. 

Pine  Ward — George  M.  Cooper. 


County  of  Philadelphia. 


Southwark — 1st  Ward — S.J.  Packer.  Northern  Liberties — Incorporated. 


ii 

2d 

Charles  Izard, 

Col.  Joseph  S.  Riley. 

u 

3d 

u 

T.  H.  Wareham. 

it 

it 

U nincorporated. 

4th 

u 

Ed.  C.  Bonsall. 

N.  F.  Campion. 

5th 

it 

Thomas  D.  Grover. 

tt 

“  1st  Ward- 

—Geo.  W.  Reed. 

Kensington- 

~2d  Ward- 

—Jacob  Ristine. 

“  3d 

it 

Wm.  L.  Baning. 

li 

3d 

it 

John  Volkmar. 

it 

«  4th 

it 

Elihu  D.  Tarr. 

U 

4th 

it 

Peter  F.  Wright. 

tt 

“  5th 

tt 

John  G.  Flegel. 

dt 

5th 

it 

Albert  T.  Eggleton. 

ti 

«  6th 

tt 

Edward  Mentz. 

tt 

“  7th 

ft 

David  G.  Walton. 

I 
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it 

3d  “ 

David  Beard. 

u 

4th  “ 

Frederick  Volma, 

spring  Garden- 

— 1st  Ward 

— Benj.  R.  Snider, 

(( 

2d  “ 

Wm.  Stiles. 

ft 

3d  “ 

Jos.  H.  Amer. 

ft 

4th  « 

Amos  Phillips. 

Mcyameming — 2d  Ward — Jos.  S.  Brewster.  Kingtessing — John  W.  Bartram. 

District  of  Penn — Edward  Gratz. 

North  Penn  Toionship — Edward  Maupay. 
West  Philadelphia — Jacob  Broome, 
Passyunk — George  Hoffner. 

Lotver  Dublin^  Byberry  and  Moreland- 
Jacob  Shearer. 

Germantown — Upper  Ward —  Manayunk  & Roxborough — Jos.H.  HofTman. 

Lower  Ward — Michael  Righter. 

Dauphin  County. 

Harrisburg — Leander  N.  Ott,  Dr.  J.  Heisley,  Capt.  R.  H.  Morton,  Kirk  Few,  John  Till, 
P.  C.  Keller,  Levi  Wolfinger,  Frederick  J.  Fenn,  F.  K.  Heisley. 

Portsmouth— hVocrt  Cobb,  George  Rodfong,  William  Starr. 

Middletown — Daniel  Kendig,  Henry  D.  Machan,  C.  King  Spayd, 

Lancaster  County. 

Emanuel  C.  Reigart,  William  Manahan,  David  Zook,  Alexander  Patterson,  D.  C.  Grosch, 
Samuel  S.  Patterson,  Peter  Read,  Henry  Loyer,  E.  J.  Sneeder,  A.  H.  Hood,  Frederick  Smith. 

Montgomery  County. 


Upper  Merion — William  H.  Eder. 

Delaware  County. 

George  A.  Benson. 

Cumberland  County. 
Shippensburg—Hemy  Davis. 

Bucks  County. 

“Zeruch  Titus. 

Luzerne  County. 
Sylvanus  Hermans.  Zeno  Albro. 


Norristown — John  A,  Arnold. 

Perry  County. 

Joseph  Allison. 

Huntingdon  County. 

Robert  Carmon. 

Clinton  County. 

Jeremiah  Church. 

Alleghany  County. 

Jacob  B.  Miller.  J.  Heron  Foster. 


Upon  calling  the  roll  seventy-four  delegates,  representing  the  City  of  Phila¬ 
delphia  and  eleven  Counties  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  answered  to  their 
names. 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed  that  the  following  named  gentlemen  be  admitted 
to  seats,  and  were  requested  to  participate  in  the  proceedings  of  the  Conven¬ 
tion,  as  honorary  members,  viz  :  William  M.  Evans,  T.  A.  Salter,  William 
Sheets,  O.  P.  Cornman,  Jacob  Carrigan,  Parker  Shurlock,  William  Silvey, 
William  HoHinshead. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Reigart,  a  committee  of  five  were  appointed  to  report 
officers  for  the  permanent  organization  of  the  Convention. 

Messrs.  Reigart,  Heisley,  Smith,  Tarr  and  Church  were  chosen,  who  re¬ 
tired. 

Mr.  Levin,  having  been  requested,  addressed  the  Convention  during  the  ab¬ 
sence  of  the  committee,  who  reported  the  following  as  the  permanent  officers 
of  the  Convention,  viz  : 

President— DANIEL  KENDIG  of  Dauphin. 

Vice  Presidents, 

Jacob  Shearer,  of  Phila.  Co.  Zeruch  Titus,  of  Bucks, 

Thomas  D.  Grover,  do  do  Henry  Davis  of  Cumberland, 

Wm.  H.  Eder,  of  Montgomery,  Samuel  S.  Patterson,  of  Lancaster, 


George  A.  Benson,  of  Delaware, 
Jeremiah  Church  of  Clinton, 


Jacob  B.  Miller  of  Alleghany. 


Joseph  Allison,  of  Perry, 
Robert  Carmon  of  Huntingdon, 


o 


Secretaries, 

Dr.  A.  D.  Chaloner,  of  Philadelphia,  Leander  N.  Ott,  of  Dauphin, 

A.  H.  Hood,  of  Lancaster,  J.  Heron  Foster,  of  Alleghany, 

Which  was  unanimously  accepted,  and  the  officers  took  their  seats. 

The  President  announced,  Rev.  Mr.  De  Witt,  who  opened  the  Convention 
with  prayer. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Reed,  gentlemen  present  who  support  the  principles  of 
our  party,  yet  reside  in  Districts  where  no  organization  has  been  effected, 
were  invited  to  take  seats  in  the  Convention  as  honorary  members. 

General  Smith  offered  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  hails  with  profound  gratitude,  pride  and  patriotism,  the  re¬ 
turn  of  this  anniversary,  the  natal  day  of  George  Washington,  the  illustrious  founder  of 
American  Independence,  the  Father  of  his  Country,  and  entitled  to  the  proud  distinction  of 
having  been  the  first  to  urge  upon  his  countrymen  strict  fidelity  to  Native  American  policy 
and  principles  as  the  only  safeguard  of  this  Eepublic  against  the  “insidious  wiles  of  foreign 
influence.” 

Which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Kramer  moved  that  a  committee  of  ten  be  appointed  to  prepare  an  ad¬ 
dress  to  be  submitted  to  this  Convention. 

The  motion  was  adopted,  and  Messrs.  Kramer,  Levin,  Campion,  Reigart, 
Browne,  Smith,  Titus,  Broome,  Davis  and  Spayd,  appointed  that  committee. 

George  W.  Reed,  moved  the  appointment  of  a  committee  of  five,  to  pre¬ 
pare  business  for  the  action  of  the  Convention,  independent  of  the  Address, 
which  was  agreed  to,  and  Messrs.  George  W.  Reed,  Peter  Sken  Smith,  A. 
H.  Hood,  Joseph  Allison,  and  Capt.  Robert  Morton  appointed  the  committee. 

On  motion  to  that  effect,  which  was  adopted,  Messrs.  G.  B.  Browne,  J. 
Heisley,  and  Kirk  Few,  were  appointed  a  Committee  of  Finance. 


Afternoon  Session  Feb.  22,  2^  o'clock  P.  M. 

The  Convention  was  opened  with  prayer  by  the  Rev.  Mr  Scheaffer,  after 
which  the  Farewell  Address  of  General  George  Washington,  was  read  by 
Dr.  A.  D.  Chaloner. 

Mr.  Tarr  offered  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  are  gratified  to  learn  that  the  first  number  of  the  ^^Harris¬ 
burg  Statesman  and  Native  American  Advocate”  has  this  day  been  issued  from  the  press  by 
Frederick  J.  Fenn,  Esq.  of  Harrisburg.  We  hail  this  new  and  able  ally  of  our  principles  with 
delight,  and  heartily  commend  it  to  the  support  of  the  friends  of  the  cause,  particularly  in 
Pennsylvania. 

Which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  J.  Heron  Foster,  of  Alleghany,  submitted  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  to  prepare  business,  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe¬ 
diency  of  nominating  a  canal  commissioner  by  this  Convention,  or  of  fixing  a  time  and  mode 
for  making  such  nomination. 

The  Business  Committee  subsequently  reported,  that  it  was  inexpedient  at 
this  time  to  nominate  a  canal  commissioner,  as  the  call  of  this  Convention  has 
generally  been  understood  to  be  for  the  single  object  of  promoting  the  organ¬ 
ization  of  the  Native  American  party  throughout  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

On  motion,  the  Report  was  adopted,  and  the  Committee  discharged  from 
the  further  consideration  of  the  subject. 
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Mr.  Stiles  offered  the  following  resolution : 

JResolvedf  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  Convention  the  cause  of  Native  American  Repub 
licanism  ought  by  right  to  embrace  within  its  ennobling  principles  the  youth  of  this  Country 
— we  therefore  recommend  to  all  Young  Native  Americans,  between  the  age  of  seventeen  and 
twenty-one  years,  the  propriety  of  organizing  Junior  Native  American  Associations  in  every 
County  of  this  Commonwealth. 

Which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Amer  offered  the  following  resolution. 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  recommend  to  the  Native  Citizens  of  the  United  States  the 
holding  of  a  National  Convention,  for  the  purpose  of  more  effectually  organizing  the  Native 
American  Party,  and  disseminating  its  principles,  to  be  held  on  the  Fourth  of  July,  1845,  in 
the  Hall  of  Independence,  Philadelphia. 

Which  was  unanimously  adopted. 

Feh.  24,  9  o'clock  Ji.  M, 

The  Convention  was  opened  with  prayer  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Atwood. 

In  the  absence  of  the  President,  who  was  detained  by  sickness  in  his  family, 
Jacob  Shearer,  first  Vice  President,  took  the  chair. 

Mr.  Husbands  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  of  the  Native  American  party  now  assembled  in  Harris¬ 
burg,  adopt  the  following  as  their  grand  cardinal  principles  being  those  originally  set  forth  by 
he  Native  American  party. 

1.  An  alteration  of  the  present  naturalization  laws,  so  as  to  require  of  each  foreign  resident 
who  may  hereafter  come  among  us,  a  probation  of  at  least  twenty-one  years,  from  the  time 
of  declaring  his  intentions  to  become  a  citizen,  up  to  his  enjoying  the  elective  franchise. 

2.  That  Native  Americans  only,  should  be  appointed  to  legislate,  administer,  and  execute  the 
laws  of  our  native  land.  American  men  for  American  offices. 

3.  That  the  Bible,  without  note  or  comment,  is  not  sectarian.  That  it  is  the  fountain  head  of 
morality  and  good  government,  and  shall  be  used  in  our  public  schools  as  a  reading  book. 

Which,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Spencer,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Address. 

Mr.  Reed’s  resolution  was  then  taken  up  and  adopted,  as  follows ; 

*^Resolved,  That  all  creeds  that  tend  to  an  union  of  Church  and  State,  and  are  supported  by 
political  intrigues,  are  inconsistent  with  the  principles  of  American  Liberty.” 

Mr.  Tarr,  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention,  have  just  heard  with  feeling  peculiar  alone  to  Americans, 
the  brilliant  victory  achieved  by  our  younger  sister  Boston,  in  the  election  of  a  Native  Ameri¬ 
can,  to  the  mayoralty  over  the  combined  forces  of  whigs,  democrats,  and  foreigners. 

Which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Riley  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  time  of  each  speaker  be  confined  to  15  minutes.  Without  permission 
pf  the  Convention. 

Which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Browne,  stated  that  he  had  prepared  a  statement  of  the  particulars  of 
the  Kensington  outrages,  which  he  would  read  at  any  time  the  Convention 
might  designate. 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  Riley,  seven  o’clock  this  evening  was  appointed,  when 
Mr.  Browne,  was  requested  to  read  the  statement. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  Committee  on  Business  made  the  following  report: 

The  Committee  to  which  the  matter  was  referred  respectfully  submit  to  the 
consideration  of  the  Convention,  the  following  plan  for  the  nomination  of  can¬ 
didates  to  fill  the  several  township,  state  and  county  ofices,  viz  : 

I.  That  so  far  as  it  relates  to  the  nomination  of  township  and  county  officers, 
each  township,  or  county,  shall  be  left  free  to  adopt  such  mode  of  nomi¬ 
nation  as  a  majority  of  the  members  of  the  Native  American  party,  assembled 
in  township,  wards,  boroughs,  or  in  general  county  meetings  or  association  shall 
agree  upon. 

II.  That  all  state  officers  shall  be  nominated  by  a  state  convention,  composed 
of  delegates,  elected,  or  appointed  in  such  manner  as  shall  be  determined  on  in 
the  respective  counties,  not  exceeding  in  number,  from  each  county,  the  num¬ 
ber  of  senators  and  representatives  such  county  may  be  entitled  to  elect  as 
members  of  the  state  legislature. 

III.  That  a  state  executive  committee,  to  consist  of  thirty  members,  seven  of 
whom  shall  constitute  a  quorum,  shall  be  appointed  by  this  Convention,  the 
duties  of  which  shall  be  to  correspond  whth  committees  or  individuals  relative 
to  the  general  interests  of  the  party,  and  to  fix  the  times  and  places  of  holding 
State  Conventions  whenever  the  same  may  be  deemed  necessary,  for  the  trans¬ 
action  of  business,  or  to  promote  the  welfare  of  the  cause.  Provided  that  no 
state  convention  shall  be  called  without  the  assent  of  a  majority  of  the  com¬ 
mittee,  by  letter  or  otherwise.  The  said  Committee  to  exercise  its  powers 
until  the  appointment  of  a  new’  committee  by  a  subsequent  state  convention. 

The  Committee  suggests,  that  for  the  purpose  of  equal  representation  in 
State,  Congressional,  or  Senatorial  Conventions,  a  uniform  ratio,  should  be 
established,  for  the  number  of  members  in  Native  American  associations  enti¬ 
tled  to  be  represented  by  a  delegate,  in  order  that  all  men  in  Native  American 
associations,  may  be  equally  represented  in  our  nominating  conventions,  re¬ 
gardless  of  district  or  county  geographical  limits  except,  that  to  represent  the 
sovereignty  of  each  county,  every  county  where  only  a  single  association 
may  have  been  organized,  should  be  entitled  to  be  represented  by  one  delegate, 
be  the  number  of  members,  in  its  single  association,  ever  so  small. 

The  committee  have  considered  the  more  immediate  subject  of  the  organ¬ 
ization  of  the  state  upon  the  system  and  principles  of  Native  American  Associ¬ 
ations,  and  beg  leave  to  submit  in  this  connexion  to  this  Convention  a  Consti¬ 
tution  for  Native  American  Associations,  drafted  with  brevity  and  planeness,  as 
a  guide  for  the  consideration  of  this  Convention,  and  with  a  view  to  facilitate 
and  render  more  immediate  the  desired  object  of  wide  spread  organization,  in 
the  interior  of  the  state,  this  separate  paper  of  the  constitution,  the  committee 
will  submit  now  to  this  Convention  for  its  action  thereon. 

On  the  subject  of  holding  future  state  conventions,  for  the  nomination  of 
state  officers,  such  as  Governor,  Canal  Commissioner,  &c.  the  committee  re¬ 
spectfully  recommend  to  this  Convention,  the  appointment  at  this  time  of  a 
State  Executive  Committee,  to  call  future  state  conventions  &c. 

That  delegates  to  the  National  Convention  be  appointed  in  the  ratio  of  Con¬ 
gressional  and  Senatorial  representations  ;  the  Senatorial  representatives  to  be 
appointed  by  the  Congressional  representatives  after  their  election. 

The  Committee  further  recommends  the  expediency  of  some  action  on  the 
part  of  this  Convention,  for  the  appointment  of  faithful  and  efficient  Native 
Americans,  to  visit  the  interior  and  every  part  of  the  state  when  necessary,  to 
aid  in  the  disseininatioli  of  our  principles  and  to  accomplish  a  general  organ!-* 
zation  in  the  state. 


8 


CONSTITUTION 

,  AND 

DECLARATION  OF  PRINCIPLES. 


1.  This  Association  shall  be  known  by  the  name,  style,  and  title  of  the 

Native  American  Association  of - . 

2.  Its  officers  shall  be  a  President,  —  Vice  Presidents,  Treasurer,  2  Secre¬ 
taries,  Recording  and  Corresponding ;  whose  duties  shall  be  those  usually 
performed  by  such  officers. 

3.  Its  business  meetings  shall  be  held  on - ;  at  which  time  seven  mem¬ 

bers  shall  constitute  a  quorum  for  the  transaction  of  business. 

4.  The  officers  of  the  Association  shall  be  elected  every - ,  and  the  old 

officers  shall  hold  their  stations  until  an  election  of  new  officers  shall  have 
been  made. 

5.  All  Native  Americans  entitled  to  vote,  according  to  the  laws  of  our  Com¬ 
monwealth,  shall  be  eligible  to  membership  in  this  body,  unless  a  majority  of 
its  members  decide  against  his  admission. 

We,  the  undersigned,  believing  that  the  following  principles,  as  already 
embodied  in  Native  American  Associations,  tend  to  perpetuate  the  liberties  of 
our  country,  do  adopt  the  principles  and  associate  ourselves  together  under  the 
following  Constitution : 

1.  The  amendment  of  the  Naturalization  Laws,  to,  at  least,  twenty-one 
years. 

2.  That  Native  Americans  should  make  and  administer  their  own  laws. 

3.  That  the  Bible,  without  note  or  comment,  is  not  sectarian  ;  and  should 
be  used  in  our  public  schools  as  a  reading  book. 

4.  Universal  toleration  of  every  religious  faith  and  sect,  and  the  separation 
of  sectarianism  and  politics  :  an  absolute  separation  of  Church  and  State. 

5.  Freedom  of  the  press,  of  thought  and  speech. 

Note.  Resolved,  That  we  recommend  the  principle  of  having  but  one  Native  American 
Association  in  a  ward  or  township. 

Which  was  read  by  sections. 

The  above  Report  of  the  Committee,  embracing  the  Constitution  and  Prin¬ 
ciples,  was,  after  discussion,  adopted. 

The  hour  of  one  having  arrived,  the  President  adjourned  the  Convention 
until  half-past  two  o’clock. 


Afternoon  Session, 

At  half-past  two  o’clock,  the  Convention  was  called  to  order,  and  the  session 
was  opened  with  prayer  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Conover. 

The  minutes  were  read  and  adopted. 

The  Address,  which  had  been  unanimously  adopted  by  the  Committee,  was 
then  read,  and  unanimously  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Husbands  moved  that  the  Address  be  signed  by  the  officers  and  adopted 
by  the  Convention,  which  was  unanimously  agreed  to. 
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Mr.  Tarr  offered  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved^  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  revise,  arrange,  an J  publish  in  English 
and  German,  in  pamphlet  form,  the  proceedings  of  this  Convention,  and  cause  them  to  be  cir¬ 
culated  to  the  members  of  this  Convention ;  and  in  furtherance  hereof,  the  committee  be 
authorized  to  draw  upon  the  Treasurer  of  the  Finance  Committee  for  such  funds  as  shall  be 
necessary  to  carry  out  the  intention  of  this  resolution ;  and  that  they  embody  the  address 
therein,  and  that  at  least  8,000  copies  thereof  be  struck  off,  together  with  the  history  of  the 
Kensington  Riots,  read  by  Mr.  Browne,  and  also  a  statement  of  the  Southwark  Riots. 

Which  was  adopted. 

Messrs.  Tarr,  Ott,  and  Levin  were  appointed. 

On  motion,  a  committee  of  five,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Riley,  Till,  Titus, 
Zook  and  Davis,  were  chosen  to  select  a  State  Central  Committee. 

Mr.  Reed  offered  the  following  resolution  : 

JResolvdd,  In  order  to  organize  more  effectually  our  State,  that  we  recommend  to  the  State 
Central  Committee  the  employment  of  one  or  more  suitable  persons  to  expound  our  principles 


throughout  the  State. 

Which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Dickerson  offered  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  in  the  sense  of  this  Convention,  and  we  do  hereby  declare  to  the  citizens 
of  this  Commonwealth,  that  the  views  entertained  by  General  George  Washington,  the  Father 
of  our  Country,  as  embraced  in  his  Valedictory  Address  to  his  countrymen,  and  the  principles 
set  forth  in  the  Declaration  of  Rights,  and  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  are  the  views  and 
principles  of  the  Native  American  Party;  and  as  our  fathers  of  the  Revolution  did,  so  do  we, 
hereby  pledge,  the  one  to  the  other,  our  lives,  our  fortunes,  and  our  sacred  honors,  to  see  them 
carried  out,  and  handed  down  to  posterity. 

Which  was  made  the  order  for  this  evening. 

Mr.  G.  Blight  Browne  rose  and  stated  he  had  received  a  letter  from  Peter 
A.  Browne,  of  Philadelphia,  and  asked  to  be  indulged  a  moment  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  reading  it.  Permission  was  granted.  The  letter  stated,  that  effbrrs 
were  making  by  certain  individuals  to  have  a  special  law  passed  for  the  coun¬ 
ty  of  Philadelphia,  giving  to  the  Judges  of  the  several  courts,  the  power  to  se¬ 
lect  the  jurors,  Mr.  Browne  remarked,  that  the  supporters  of  such  a  measure 
could  be  none  others  thau  those  having  claims  for  damages  done  in  the  riots  at 
Kensington. 

On  the  request  of  the  Convention,  Gen.  Smith  and  Mr.  Spencer  delivered 
addresses  to  the  assemblage. 

The  Committee  on  the  subject  reported  the  following  as  a  Central  State 
Executive  Committee,  viz.: 


Lancaster, — Geo.  F  ord,  E.  J.  Sneeder,  Rich. 
R.  Heidler,  A.  H.  Hood. 

Dauphin, — L.  N.  Ott,  D.  H.  Miller,  R.  H. 
Morton,  Daniel  Kendig. 

Montgomery, — W.  H.  Eder. 

Delaxoare,— Geo,  A.  Benson. 

Cumberland. — Dr.  D.  Miller, 

Rucks, — James  Simpson. 

Perry. — Jos.  Allison. 

Luzerne, — Sylvanus  Herman. 

Huntingdon, — Robert  Carmon. 

Alleghany, — Luke  Loomis,  J.  Heron  Foster. 
Clinton, — Jeremiah  Church, 


PhiladelpJiia  City  and  County, 
Thomas  D.  Grover, 

Edward  C.  Bonsall, 

B.  F.  Snider, 

P.  S.  Smith, 

G.  W.  Reed, 

L.  C.  Levin, 

Jacob  Broome, 

Elihu  D.  Tarr, 

John  Perry, 

Elhanan  W.  Keyser, 

John  AV.  Ashmead, 

D.  A,  Beard, 

Daniel  D.  George, 


o 
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Which  was  accepted. 

Mr.  Foster  moved  to  re-consider  the  resolution  under  which  the  Committee 
was  appointed,  in  order  to  move  an  amendment ;  which  was  agreed  to. 

The  Convention  adjourned  until  seven  o’clock. 

Evening  Session, 

At  seven  o’clock  the  Convention  met. 

On  motion  the  Committee  were  authorized  to  fill  any  vacancies  in  their 
body. 

Mr.  Browne,  being  requested,  read  a  statement  of  the  transactions  in  Ken¬ 
sington  in  May  last,  when  a  Native  American  meeting  was  broken  up  by  a 
number  of  lawless  aliens.  / 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Levin  the  Committee  on  publication  were  directed  to  pro¬ 
cure  a  similar  statement  of  the  Southwark  outrages,  and  publish  both  with  the 
proceedings,  and  Mr.  Brown  was  requested  to  furnish  the  statement  just  read 
for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  Dickerson’s  resolution,  offered  this  afternoon,  was  called  up,  when,  af¬ 
ter  an  address  of  some  length  from  Mr.  D.  it  was  agreed  to. 

Messrs.  Titus,  of  Bucks  County,  and  Levin,  were  called  upon  and  address¬ 
ed  the  Convention. 

Dr.  Chaloner  offered  the  following  resolution  which  was  agreed  to: 

Sesolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Convention,  are  hereby  tendered  to  the  several  Clergymen 
of  Harrisburg,  for  their  services,  in  opening  the  sessions  of  the  Convention  with  prayer. 

Mr.  Tarr  offered  the  following  resolution,  which  was  agreed  to: 

Resolvedf  That  the  thanks  of  the  Convention  be  tendered  to  the  Commissioners  for  the  use 
of  the  Hall,  and  to  the  people  of  Harrisburg,  for  their  kindness  and  hospitality  to  the  members 
of  the  Convention. 

Mr.  Browne  offered  the  following  resolution,  which  was  agreed  to: 

Resolvedf  That  this  Convention,  return  its  thanks  to  their  officers  for  their  faithful  discharge 
of  the  duties  which  have  devolved  on  them. 

On  motion — The  Convention  adjourned  sine  die. 

President — DANIFiL  KENDIG,  of  Dauphin. 

Vice  Presidents, 


Jacob  Shearer,  of  Philada.  Co. 
Thomas  D.  Grover,  do  do 
William  H.  Eder,  Montgomery, 
George  A.  Benson,  of  Delaware, 
Jeremiah  Church,  Clinton, 


Zurich  Titus,  of  Bucks,  Co. 
Henry  Davis,  of  Cumberland, 
S.  S.  Patterson,  Lancaster, 
Joseph  Allison,  Perry, 

Robert  Carmon,  Huntingdon, 


J.  B.  Miller,  Alleghany. 
Secretaries, 


Dr.  A.  D.  Chaloner,  Philadelphia,  Leander  N.  Ott,  Dauphin, 
A.  H.  Hood,  Lancaster,  J.  Heron  Foster,  Pittsburg. 
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ADDRESS 

OF  THE 

NATIVE  AMERICAN  CONVENTION  TO  THE  CITIZENS  OF 

PENNSYLVANIA. 


Fellow-Citizens  : — Having  been  convened  at  a  crisis  pregnant  with  im¬ 
portant  events  to  ourselves,  our  institutions,  and  our  posterity — to  deliberate 
on  the  position  and  perils  that  impend  over  our  heretofore  free  and  happy 
country — we  cannot  separate  without  a  friendly  admonition  touching  the  past, 
the  present,  and  the  future  prospects  of  the  Native  American  Party.  At  the 
close  of  our  brief  labors,  we  look  forward  to  a  glorious  harvest  of  triumph  to 
the  principles  that  have  now  brought  us  together — as  cheering  to  the  heart  of 
the  patriot,  as  they  are  ennobling  to  the  feelings  of  the  Christian.  On  you, 
fellow-citizens,  is  now  imposed  the  high,  lofty,  and  responsible  duty  of  pre¬ 
serving  the  integrity  of  the  Institutions  which  were  carved  out  of  a  seven  years’ 
revolution  by  the  heroic  warriors  of  1776 — and  subsequently  matured  by  the 
wisdom  and  cemented  by  the  virtues  of  George  Washington  and  his  immortal 
compatriots.  We  appeal  to  you,  not  to  preserve  the  transitory  interests  of  a 
mere  personal  party,  but  we  appeal  to  you  in  the  name  of  our  National  Insti¬ 
tutions — of  our  common  birth-right  of  freedom — of  our  inherent  and  inalienable 
rights  as  Americans,  to  rally  in  defence  of  your  country,  and  the  eternal 
principles  on  which  repose  its  solid  foundations.  Do  you  ask,  what  these 
principles  are,  and  how  these  glorious  Institutions  stand  in  peril  ?  Few  of 
you  are  yet  to  learn,  for  the  first  time,  of  the  origin  of  the  Native  American 
Party,  which  has  so  triumphantly  vindicated  the  inherent  rights  of  man  by  a 
firm  and  successful  resistance  to  the  arbitrary  dictates  of  foreign  power.  From 
first  to  last,  the  Native  Americans  have  occupied  grounds  of  self-defence. 
Finding  that  a  formidable  organization  existed  in  the  very  heart  of  the  coun¬ 
try — whose  elements  and  objects  were  foreign,  the  Native  Americans  deter¬ 
mined  to  organize  a  Party,  to  procure  such  an  amendment  of  the  naturalization 
laws  as  would  arrest  the  fraud  which  placed  the  ballot-box  under  the  control 
of  foreign  cabals.  The  Constitution  pointed  out  the  remedy,  and  reason  sug¬ 
gested  the  probationary  term  of  twenty-one  years  as  a  necessary  defence 
against  the  swarm  of  aliens,  who,  like  a  deluge,  annually  poured  moral  and 
political  pollution  upon  us  from  the  tainted  shores  of  monarchy-ridden 
Europe. 

Here  the  Natives  were  met  by  foreign  aggression.  In  the  process  of 
creating  a  new  Party,  public  meetings  are  indispensable.  They  are  secured 
by  the  Constitution,  and  rest  on  an  inherent  right  of  the  sovereign  people. 
A  meeting  of  the  Native  Americans  was  called  in  Kensington,  known  in  Ire¬ 
land,  and  claimed  by  the  foreign  cabal,  as  the  Irish  Quarter.  It  was  protected 
by  the  American  flag.  The  history  of  that  meeting  is  known  to  the  whole 
country.  Broke  up  by  the  physical  force  of  foreigners,  the  flag  of  our  coun¬ 
try  was  torn  and  defaced  by  the  feet  of  Irish  Catholics,  naturalized  and  un¬ 
naturalized,  who  were  the  only  aggressors — the  meeting  dispersed,  life  was 
profusely  taken — Americans  were  murdered  in  cold  blood,  and  eight  martyrs 
to  American  freedom  now  rest  their  ashes  in  tombs  consecrated  to  their 


memory,— slain  by  the  rifles  of  foreign  incendiaries,  who  disputed  the  right 
of  Americans  to  form  a  Party  to  preserve  their  Institutions  from  the  physical 
force  of  foreign  aggression.  This  question  appeals  to  the  love  of  liberty, 
inherent  in  the  bosom  of  every  Republican,  be  he  of  what  Party  he  may,  Xo 
rally  in  defence  of  the  first  principles  of  freedom,  thus  virtually  assailed  by 
the  rifles  of  infuriate  aliens.  Have  we,  or  have  we  not,  as  Native  Americans, 
the  right  to  create  a  Party  to  procure  such  a  policy  in  the  Government  as  will 
perpetuate  its  free  principles  forever  on  American  grounds,  and  establish  it  as 
such  an  asylum,  that  it  will  effectually  protect  the  rights  of  all  men^  aliens  as 
well  as  Natives,  from  the  fatal  grasp  of  the  ambitious  Potentates  of  Europe,  as 
well  as  the  profligate  demagogues  of  our  own  land  ? 

We  have  been  denounced  as  being  proscriptive,  fanatical,  and  bigoted, 
seeking  only  a  sectarian  triumph.  Is  this  true?  We  boldly  proclaim  that 
our  object  is  to  protect  the  rights  of  Roman  Catholics  as  well  as  the  rights  of 
all  other  sects.  Are  the  rights  of  Roman  Catholics  endangered  by  foreign 
Power?  We  point  to  the  petition  of  the  Wardens  of  the  Church  of  St.  Louis, 
to  the  Parish  Judge  of  New  Orleans,  which  bears  date  November,  1843.  The 
prayer  of  the  petition  is  that  the  Court  order  Bishop  Blanc  to  pay  over  ^20,000 
to  the  Trustees  of  the  said  Church  of  St.  Louis,  for  damage  done  to  their 
property  by  his  improper  interference  in  their  secular  concerns — the  said 
Bishop  claiming  the  right,  on  behalf  of  the  Pope,  to  appoint  absolutely  anrd 
finally  all  Curates  of  the  Church  of  St.  Louis,  without  regard  to  confirmation 
or  acceptance,  which  resulted  ultimately  in  a  threat  of  excommunication  against 
the  secular  power  of  the  Church,  if  the  Trustees  continued  to  persist  in  re¬ 
jecting  his  nomination.  The  Bishop  holding  his  power  directly  from  the 
Pope,  in  virtue  of  which  he  took  forcible  possession  of  all  its  temporal  as  well 
spiritual  functions.  The  Trustees,  as  Roman  Catholics,  bow  with  unlimited 
submission  to  the  spiritual  authority  of  the  Bishop,  but  entered  an  earnest 
protest  against  its  extension  over  secular  matters,  as  a  stretch  of  authority  un¬ 
known  out  of  Italy.  The  Wardens,  though  members  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church,  appear  to  have  been  animated  by  the  true  spirit  of  American  Repub¬ 
licans,  (being  Natives  of  the  land,)  and  thus  denounced  the  daring  and  bold 
assumption  of  the  Bishop  to  govern  the  Church  according  to  the  absolute 
power  peculiar  only  to  the  Papal  Territories  of  Italy. 

They  said — “  And  your  Petitioners  further  represent  that  the  language  thus 
used  by  the  Bishop  is  indicative  of  an  intention  on  his  part  to  secure  to  him- 
self  a  despotic  and  absolute  authority^  under  the  spurious  pretext  of  serving 
the  interests  of  religion^  and  by  that  means  to  extend  the  secular  power  of  the 
Court  of  Rome  over  this  Republic,  in  violation  of  our  laws  and  usages,  and  in 
violation  of  our  religious  liberty,  and  to  make  the  dicta  of  the  Court  of  Rome, 
even  in  temporal  ^natters,  paramount  to  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  this 
State 

Mark  the  language  here  used  by  Roman  Catholics  themselves,  who  had 
been  compelled  to  abandon  their  Church  property  to  the  absolute  power  of 
the  Pope  of  Rome.  Observe  !  This  is  no  theory — no  fear — no  new  appre¬ 
hension — ^no  impending  evil  1  But  an  actual  visitation  of  tyrannical  power, 
that  has  struck  terror  to  the  heart,  and  paralyzed  even  the  minds  of  Roman 
Catholics  themselves  with  sudden  horror. 

The  appeal  of  the  victims  was  brought  before  a  Court  of  the  Parish  of  New 
Orleans.  The  Court  dismissed  the  case  for  want  of  jurisdiction  !  The  Court 
of  Rome  triumphed.  The  absolute  power  of  the  Bishop  and  the  Pope  has 
thus  been  established  by  practice  and  precedent  in  the  United  States ! 

Not  content  with  the  establishment  of  his  secular  power  over  his  oim 
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ohurchti  ill  the  United  States,  in  open  and  direct  contravention  of  the  most 
sacred  guarantees  of  the  rights  of  man,  we  behold  the  Pope  of  Rome  carrying 
out  his  ambitious  designs  at  the  Ballot-Box,  dictating  a  law  in  an  American 
Legislature,  [the  Legislature  of  New  York,]  expelling  the  Bible  from  the 
common  schools,  and  thus  invading  “  liberty  of  conscience”  in  all  other  sects. 
Was  it  strange  that  American  citizens  should  oppose  a  manly  resistance  to  the 
right  of  foreigners  to  take  possession  of  a  political  engine,  to  obtain  a  conquest 
which  subverts  the  fundamental  rights  of  American  native-born  citizens,  who 
esteem  “liberty  of  conscience”  as  the  first  and  dearest  privilege  on  the  sacred 
scroll  that  inscribes  the  rights  of  man  ?  In  doing  this,  we  touch  no  man’s  re¬ 
ligious  creed — we  but  defend  the  religious  rights  of  all. 

Have  we  the  right,  then,  to  organize  a  party  for  purposes  of  self-protection? 

The  right  to  form  a  Party  for  any  purpose  is  too  self-evidently  a  necessary 
result  of  inherent  sovereignty  in  the  people  to  require  us  to  demonstrate  it.  It 
is  a  first  principle  of  liberty.  But  it  has  been  assailed  by  the  rifles  of 
foreigners,  and  contested  at  the  expense  of  life  to  Native  Americans — baptized 
by  blood — hallowed  by  martyrs,  and  maintained  by  the  peril  of  life — it  derives 
fresh  bloom  from  the  storm  that  has  washed  it — and  now  in  addition  to  its 
being  a  first  principle,  it  has  become  a  darling  object  of  national  supremacy. 

It  is  therefore  in  the  spirit  of  \he  first  principles  of  our  free  Institutions,  that 
we  now  exhort  you  to  organize,  in  every  District  of  the  State,  a  Native  Ame¬ 
rican  Party,  preparatory  to  holding  a  National  Convention,  to  mature  measures 
necessary  to  the  ulterior  and  final  movement,  which  is  destined  to  elevate  it  to 
supremacy  in  the  Councils  of  the  nation.  The  momentous  character  of  the 
question  can  neither  be  doubted  nor  controverted.  We  ask  of  you  nothing 
l^t  to  be  true  to  the  glorious  testament  of  freedom  bequeathed  to  you  by  the 
illustrious  Washington — who,  as  a  man,  was  so  good — as  a  patriot,  so  pure — 
as  a  statesman,  so  wise — as  a  Christian,  so  sincere.  We  ask  you  to  organize 
for  a  substantial  national  blessing — unity  of  character — purity  of  morals — 
honesty  of  politics,  and  concord  of  action,  in  all  the  great  principles  of  repub¬ 
lican  freedom.  Do  you  ask  for  the  necessity  ?  We  point  to  the  tombs  of  our 
slaughtered  fellow-citizens!  Do  you  ask  jfor  the  object?  We  point  to  the 
perils  that  menace  our  Institutions,  as  the  ^-Egis  of  human  rights.  True,  we 
ask  you  to  become  Native  Americans !  And  why  should  you  not  ?  Why 
should  any  American  object  to  being  a  Native  American  ?  Why  should  any 
American  object  to  national  unity  of  character  ?  Why  should  any  American 
object  to  our  repulsion  of  foreign  influence  ? 

These  are  pregnant  questions,  not  very  easily  answered  in  a  logical  and 
satisfactory  manner  in  the  negative.  The  most  common  argument  against  the 
first  is,  that  it  would  break  up  the  old  parties,  and  prevent  their  acquisition  of 
the  spoils  of  office.  Now  this,  in  our  view,  is  a  strong  argument  against 
those  who  make  it.  The  old  parties  being  the  allies  of  the  alien  faction,  the 
sooner  they  are  destroyed  the  better  for  the  country.  But  we  adduce  national 
pride  as  superior  to  and  above  all  other  feelings  peculiar  to  an  American  heart. 
He  cannot  be  an  American  who  would  not  sacrifice  all  sordid  feelings  of  gain 
from  the  public  treasury  to  the  pure  and  exalted  fame  that  crowns  the  virtues 
associated  with  the  name  of  Washington.  To  be  homogeneous — to  be  one — 
to  be,  American,  and  nothing  else,  ought  to  constitute  the  pride  of  every  Re¬ 
publican  citizen.  If  “  spoils”  interfere  with  it,  trample  them  under  your  feet. 
If  “  office  ”  impairs  your  patriotism,  tear  the  vulture  from  your  bosom,  and 
become  a  disenthralled  freeman.  If  you  are  “  a  democrat,”  show  that  you 
have  the  virtue  to  be  something  more,  and  dare  to  be  an  independent  lover  of 
the  institutions  of  your  country,  instead  of  a  servile  follower  of  a  personal 
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'clique  or  a  foreign  political  cabal,  which,  after  all  your  struggles,  claim*  the 
spoils  of  office  as  its  reward.  If  you  are  “a  Whig,’’  prove  that  your  second¬ 
ary  bias  has  not  superseded  the  primary  elements  of  your  national  character, 
by  closing  your  heart  against  the  eloquent  appeals  of  your  bleeding  country. 
Follow  in  the  track  made  sun  light  by  the  patriotism  of  the  first  President  of 
the  Republic,  and,  like  him,  you  will  receive  the  veneration  of  mankind. 
Be  true.  Be  an  American.  Why  should  any  American  object  to  our  unity 
of  national  character  ?  Why  should  any  American  object  to  our  repulsion  of 
foreign  influence,  whether  presenting  itself  in  the  form  of  fraudulent  votes  or 
bloody  assassination  ?  No  one  can,  unless  he  divests  himself  of  the  spirit  of 
an  American.  Genuine  and  true  patriotism  would  naturally  rejoice  at  behold¬ 
ing  the  fusion  of  all  strange  elements  into  one  sublime  mass  of  national  cha¬ 
racter.  This  is  the  natural  impulse  of  every  honest  heart,  until  corrupted  by 
the  poison  of  mere  political  party,  which  looks  to  foreign  influence  for  aid  and 
success.  Those  who  object  to  our  repelling  the  alien  interference,  are  already 
expatriated  from  their  country — having  lost  the  chastity  of  patriotism,  the 
sensibility  of  insult  and  outrage  from  the  lawless  violators  of  our  institutions. 
There  can  be  no  higher  or  nobler  trait  of  character  than  Nativeism  in  its  purity. 
It  is  the  sublimity  of  political  truth.  It  is  love  hallowed  by  liberty.  It  is  free¬ 
dom  inspired  by  the  lofty  patriotism  of  a  generous  soul.  It  is  the  worst  pro¬ 
fanation  to  associate  with  it  any  of  the  grovelling  elements  common  to  wrang¬ 
ling  factions,  who  defame  each  other  for  a  sordid  victory,  and  sacrifice  truth 
in  order  to  riot  in  mercenary  spoils.  We  repulse  foreign  influence  as  we  would 
shut  the  door  against  a  Tarquin,  or  invoke  the  vengeance  of  the  people  on  the 
profligate  heads  of  the  ravenous  Decemvirs.  What  ought  that  American  to  be 
called  who  would  ally  himself  to  the  hordes  of  Attila,  in  order  to  ravage  and 
day  waste  the  vales,  the  villages  and  capitol  of  his  native  land  ? 

But  how  can  we  eflectually  shut  ;the  door  against  the  insidious  wiles  of 
'foreign  influence  that  now  threaten  the  overthrow  of  our  glorious  institutions 
We  answer,  by  a  Naturalization  law  of  21  years.  In  demanding  such  a  law, 
we  stand  upon  high  constitutional  ground.  Under  our  benificent  system,  whose 
philanthropy  is  without  an  equal^p  any  quarter  of  the  globe,  even  an  alien 
possesses  all  the  rights  of  a  native  in  relation  to  civil  matters — to  property — ■ 
personal  security,  and  occupation.  He  need  not  seek  “  naturalization  ”  for 
any  of  the  substantial  civil  blessings  or  religious  rights  of  a  free  citizen.  As 
an  alien  he  possesses  all  these.  He  can  worsliip  God  according  to  his  con¬ 
science.  He  can  hold  real  estate  without  being  naturalized.  He  can  pursue 
any  business.  He  can  amass  any  amount  of  fortune.  It  is  only  when  he 
enters  the  political  circle,  that  he  finds  himself  restricted  in  the  exercise  of 
rights  inherent  in  the  Native.  A  due  reflection  will  convince  every  alien, 
when  his  passions  are  free  from  the  poison  of  foreign  influence,  and  not  in¬ 
flamed  by  the  insidious  appeals  of  selfish  demagogues  in  foreign  lands,  that  his 
highest  position  is  that  of  a  moral  agent  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  civil  liberty, 
preparing  the  minds  and  hearts  of  his  children  to  become  faithful  and  intelli¬ 
gent  Republicans,  born  to  a  right  which  God  sanctions  and  consecrates. 

Self-defence  is  the  first  right  of  nature.  Assailed  by  the  wily  machinations 
of  foreign  ambition,  as  unhallowed  as  it  is  wicked  and  corrupt,  the  Native 
Americans  present  a  solid  phalanx  of  patriotism,  that  slander  cannot  defame, 
nor  the  malignity  of  faction  bring  into  doubt.  They  demand  the  restoration 

*  Thirty  years  ago  the  proportion  between  the  foreign  and  domestic  population  of  these 
United  States  was  estimated  as  one  to  forty  of  our  native  citizens.  It  is  now  computed  to  be 
less  than  one  to  six ;  and,  the  same  rate  of  increase,  it  is  at  least  fair  to  conclude  that  at  no  very 
distant  period  the  foreign  may  exceed  the  native  population. 
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of  their  rights,  invaded,  violated,  usurped  and  trampled  on.  They  ask  for  a 
purified  ballot-box — for  the  right  of  suffrage,  honest  and  undefiled — for  the 
free  use  of  the  Bible,  without  hindrance,  obstruction,  comment  or  prohibition 
— for  the  rights  of  conscience,  as  guaranteed  by  the  Constitution — for  the 
rights  of  man,  as  defined  and  recognized  by  the  Declaration  of  Independence— 
for  the  dignity  of  human  nature,  as  created  by  the  hand  of  God — for  the  free¬ 
dom  of  their  beloved  country,  as  achieved  by  the  warriors  and  sages  of  the 
age  of  its  glory,  and  the  era  of  its  nativity  among  the  nations. 

In  calling  upon  you  to  organize  the  State,  we  feel  that  it  is  due  to  you  to 
lay  before  you  the  principles  which  form  the  basis  of  all  our  Associations. 

We  hold  that  all  foreigners  who  may  hereafter  come  among  us,  shall  re¬ 
main  twenty-one  years  before  they  shall  arrive  at  the  elective  franchise,  on  the 
doctrine  of  equal  rights,  demanding  from  them  the  same  probationary  period 
which  we  impose  on  our  own  native  born  sons. 

We  hold  that  the  United  States,  as  a  government,  has  a  right  to  state  the 
terms  on  which  foreigners  may  be  made  citizens,  and  that  no  foreigner  has  a 
right  to  complain  of  such  laws. 

We  hold  that  Americans  are  competent  to  make  and  administer  their  own 
laws. 

We  hold  that  the  Bible,  without  note  or  comment,  is  not  sectarian,  and 
should  not  be  excluded  from  our  public  schools. 

We  hold  to  a  repeal  of  all  laws  originated  by  sectarian  dictation,  and  to  a 
separation  of  Church  and  State  in  every  form. 

We  hold  that  no  laws  shall  or  can  be  made  to  abrogate  the  right  of  franchise 
already  acquired. 

In  thus  calling  upon  you,  fellow  citizens,  to  organize  in  every  District,  sa^ 
as  to  secure  a  full  representation  of  the  people  in  the  National  Convention^ 
we  ask  you,  as  Americans,  as  sons  of  the  soil  and  inheritors  of  the  institutions 
bequeathed  to  us  by  our  fathers,  whether  there  is  an  American  heart  that  does 
not  respond  in  unison  with  the  sentiments  herein  promulgated — w^e  ask  you-' 
whether  there  be  proscription  or  intolerance  contained  in  any  one  of  these  de¬ 
clarations— and  whether  the  abuse  heaped  upon  us  has  not  been  wanton  and; 
unjust  ? 

^  We  call  upon  our  fellow  citizens  throughout  the  State  to  examine  thesu 
views,  rigidly  and  with  due  deliberation,  and  to  aid  us  in  spreading  them  over 
the  land,  as  a  prelude  to  the  Declaration  of  our  national  policy.  We  appeal 
to  you  by  the  ties  of  consanguinity  and  a  common  birth-place,  to  unite  with 
us  in  checking  the  progress  of  a  great  and  growing  evil — to  aid  us  in  relieving 
the  suffering  citizens  of  the  sea  board  from  an  intolerable  burden,  which  musU 
if  unchecked,  extend  itself  into  the  interior,  and  overwhelm  all  in  one  common 
ruin.  We  call  upon  you  to  remember,  that  although  you  may  not  locally  suf¬ 
fer  under  pressure  of  the  evil  of  which  we  complain,  yet  upon  all  general 
questions  your  votes  are  neutralized  and  made  void  by  this  same  influence, 
which  is  found  and  felt  in  every  department  of  politics,  and  every  branch  of 
the  civil  administration. 

Americans  !  who  worship  freedom  on  the  altar  of  your  country — who  are 
incapable  of  fear — inaccessible  to  corruption — and  who  are  ready  to  toil  in  the 
cause  of  patriotism,  indifferent  to  rewards,  and  who  feel  yourselves  best  re¬ 
compensed  by  the  prosperity  of  the  Republic — -we  call  upon  you  to  come  to  the 
rescue  of  your  own,  your  native  land,  and  consummate  that  liberty  and  inde¬ 
pendence  for  which  your  fathers  fought  and  fell.  Then  shall  the  dejected 
genius  of  our  free  country  rise  renovated  from  the  wrong.  Then  shall  our 
trust  to  the  sages  of  1776  be  fulfilled.  Then  shall  the  glory  of  our  native  land 


16 


spread  wide  over  the  Universe,  proclaiming  it  truly  to  be  ike  blest  Asylum  for 
the  persecuted  and  the  oppressed  of  all  iiiankind. 

DANIEL  KENDIG,  President. 

A.  D.  Chaloner,  A.  H.  Hood, 

L.  N.  Ott,  J,  Heron  Foster, 

Secretaries^^ 


REPORT  OF  THE  KENSIN  GTON  RIOTS, 

As  Read  by  G.  Blight  Browne,  Esq. 

Adopted^  and  ordered  to  he  printed  with  the  Proceedings  of  the  Native  Ame¬ 
rican  State  Convention,  which  assembled  at  Harrisburg  on  the  22d  of 
February,  1845. 

On  Friday,  the  3d  day  of  May  1844,  a  number  of  American  citizens  assem¬ 
bled  together,  in  a  peaceable  manner,  at  the  corner  of  Master  and  Second 
streets,  in  the  County  of  Philadelphia,  to  discuss  the  propriety  of  applying  to 
Congress  to  pass  an  act  altering  and  amending  the  naturalization  laws  of  the 
United  States.  That  this  was  their  motive  and  design  can  be  proved.  The 
measure  was  constitutional  and  legal,  for  the  twentieth  section  of  the  Consti¬ 
tution  of  Pennsylvania  declares,  “  That  the  citizens  have  a  right,  in  a  peace¬ 
able  manner,  to  assemble  together  for  the  common  good,  and  to  apply  to  those 
invested  with  the  power  of  government  for  the  redress  of  grievances,  or  other 
proper  purposes,  by  petition,  address,  or  remonstrance.'^ 

The  right  to  assemble  to  discuss  and  remonstrate  is  one  of  vital  importance 
to  the  existence  of  a  free  government.  The  Judges  of  the  Court  of  Quarter 
Sessions  of  the  Peace,  for  the  City  and  County  of  Philadelphia,  so  admitted 
it  in  their  public  address  to  the  Grand  Jury  ;  for  they  there  said,  “  If  the  call 
of  the  meeting  of  the  3d  of  May  was  addressed  exclusively  to  persons  favor¬ 
able  to  its  objects,  the  interference  of  individuals  hostile  to  its  proceedings, 
and  the  breaking  up  and  dispersion  of  the  meeting  by  them,  was  a  gross  out¬ 
rage  on  the  rights  of  those  luho  called  it.  It  was  a  riot  of  afagrant  kind." 
“  Any  body  of  citizens,  having  in  view  a  constitutional  purpose,  have  the 
right  peaceably  and  quietly  to  assemble  together  for  its  consideration  and  dis¬ 
cussion.  Any  attempt  by  another  body  of  citizens,  opposed  to  the  objects  of 
the  assembly,  to  interrupt  and  disperse  it,  is  not  to  be  tolerated.”  “  In  this 
instance  it  has  led  to  the  long  train  of  riots,  murders,  and  arsons,  which  have 
disgraced  our  City,  and  shaken  the  foundations  of  social  order.”  “American 
citizens,  native  and  naturalized,  should  act  on  the  principle  that  error  is  harm¬ 
less  while  reason  is  left  free  to  combat  it.  Every  attempt  by  force  or  violence 
to  interfere  with  the  right  of  citizens  to  meet  and  discuss  proposed  lawful  pub¬ 
lic  measures,  is  the  direct  infraction  of  a  vital  principle  of  our  institutions. 
State  and  National.” 
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Fellow  citizens,  you  will  be  pleased  not  to  understand  us  as  asserting  that 
this  was  a  new  privilege^  created  by  the  Constitution,  for  it  is  one  of  those 
natural  and  indefeasible  rights  of  man  conferred  by  the  Almighty  Ruler  of  the 
Universe,  and  which  our  Bill  of  Rights  has,  therefore,  not  created,  but  only 
recognized,  declared,  and  excepted  from  the  control  of  the  Legislature. 

The  twenty-sixth  and  concluding  section  of  the  ninth  article,  above  quoted, 
declares,  that  “  to  guard  against  the  transgression  of  the  powers  which  we  (the 
people)  delegated,  we  (the  people)  declare,  that  every  thing  in  this  article  is 
excepted  out  of  the  general  powers  of  government,  and  shall  forever  remain 
INVIOLATE.”  This  right  to  discuss  and  remonstrate,  which,  as  we  have  shown, 
is  one  of  the  highest  powers  secured  by  the  Bill  of  Rights,  is,  therefore,  as 
you  perceive,  excepted  out  of  the  general  powers  of  government.  No  Legis¬ 
lature  can  restrain  it — no  Executive  dare  interfere  with  it — no  Judiciary  can 
punish  iisfree  exercise.  It  is  forever  to  remain  inviolate. Alas  !  it  has 
(as  we  propose  to  show  you)  been  basely  violated ! 

Having  thus  shown  you,  upon  the  threshold,  the  solid  ground  upon  which 
the  right  of  meeting  of  the  aforesaid  Native  American  Republican  citizens  was 
founded,  we  would  next  state  that  we  are  prepared  to  prove,  to  the  satisfaction 
of  our  fellow  citizens,  that  the  members  of  this  meeting  having  assembled  with 
these  lawful  motives  and  designs,  and  by  virtue  of  this  high  authority,  con¬ 
ducted  themselves,  when  met,  in  the  most  exemplary  manner.  They  orga¬ 
nized,  and  the  speaker  was  about  to  address  them,  when  a  band  of  fierce  and 
lawless  Catholic  Irishmen,  many  of  them  aliens,  interposed.  They  were  not 
included  in  the  call,  and  therefore  had  no  right  to  be  there  at  all.  Their  inte¬ 
rests  and  feelings  were  on  the  opposite  side  to  those  who  had  called  the  meet¬ 
ing  ;  it  is  easy,  therefore,  to  perceive  that  their  motives  and  designs  were  to  frus¬ 
trate  the  meeting,  and  prevent  the  proposed  discussion.  That  such  motives  and 
designs  were  unlawful,  must  and  will  be  admitted  by  every  unprejudiced  mind, 
and  the  sentiment  will  be  acquiesced  in  by  every  free  and  independent  citizen 
of  this  Commonwealth,  whether  Native  or  Naturalized.  That  their  acts  were 
alike  unlawful,  we  will  also  show :  with  force  and  violence  they  interrupted 
the  exercise  of  an  inestimable  right — they  broke  down  their  staging — tore 
down  their  flag,  and  broke  up  the  meeting ;  and,  so  far,  prevented  American 
citizens,  upon  their  own  soil,  from  deliberating  and  remonstrating,  notwith¬ 
standing  the  guarantee  of  the  Constitution. 

The  meeting  oflered  not  the  least  resistance,  leaving  the  redress  to  the  po¬ 
lice  and  the  laws  of  the  land.  No  meeting  of  Quakers  could  have  furnished  a 
stronger  example  of  non-resistance.  Such  as  we  have  said  having  been  the 
state  of  aflfairs  on  the  third  of  May,  a  question  arose  whether  American  citizens 
should  cowardly  surrender  to  a  lawless  band  of  I'ufians  an  inestimable  right, 
or  call  a  second  meeting,  and  insist  upon  its  exercise?  An  adjourned  meeting 
was  called  for  Monday,  the  sixth  day  of  May,  at  four  o’clock  P.  M.,  at  the 
same  place.  To  this  meeting  no  one  was  invited  to  take  arms  ;  nothing  ille¬ 
gal  was  contemplated  by  its  members.  On  the  sixth,  the  Native  American 
Republican  citizens  peaceably  assembled.  They  organized,  and  they  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  business,  when  a  Catholic  Irishman  by  the  name  of  O’Niel,  who 
was  one  of  the  opposition,  unlawfully  and  riotously  disturbed  them.  This 
was  the  first  act  of  violence  committed  on  the  sixth,  and  it  can  be  traced  to  the 
opposition  by  parol  evidence  and  by  the  verdict  of  O’Niel’s  conviction.  At  this 
juncture  a  shower  of  rain  came  on,  when  the  Americans,  as  they  had  a  right 
to  do,  took  refuge  in  the  Washington  Market  House.  Here  they  were  im¬ 
mediately  assailed  and  disturbed  by  the  opposing  Irish  party.  That  their 
motives  were  to  frustrate  this  meeting  as  they  had  done  that  of  the  3d  of  May, 
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you  will  entertain  no  doubt.  They  sought,  by  force  and  violence,  to  prevent 
American  citizens  entirely  from  exercising  their  right  of  discussion  and  remon" 
strance  !  A  fight  ensued,  first  without  arms,  in  which  the  Irish  oppositionists 
struck  the  first  blow.  Soon  afterwards  a  gun  was  fired.  It  was  from  the 
Hibernia  Hose  House,  and  was  discharged  by  the  Irish  upon  the  Americans* 
This  was  the^rs^  appeal  to  arms,  and  it  was  on  the  side  of  the  Irish.  From 
these  facts,  which  we  contend  have  been  clearly  proven,  we  contend  that  the 
Irish  rioters  alone  were  breakers  of  the  law;  that  the  Native  American  Re¬ 
publicans  was  the  assaulted  and  innocent  party.  That  this  meeting  of  the  sixth 
of  May  acted  throughout  in  self-defence  alone,  and  that  their  opponents  were 
the  aggressors,  will  be  evident  from  this,  among  other  circumstances,  viz. : 
that  the  Irish  rioters  were  the  successful  party,  the  Native  American  Repub¬ 
licans  having  been  a  second  time  beaten  and  driven  off  the  ground.  George 
Shifiler,  one  of  the  Americans,  was  murdered  in  this  riot  of  the  sixth  of  May. 
It  may,  perhaps,  be  asked  “  why  the  Americans  did  not  call  upon  the  police?” 
Their  aid  was  invoked,  but  it  was  impossible  to  obtain  their  protection.  The 
Native  American  Republicans  were  therefore  thrown  upon  their  own  resources, 
and  were  obliged  eitheir  to  defend  themselves,  or  submit  to  be  wantonly 
butchered. 

After  the  proceedings  of  the  6th  of  May,  to  which  we  have  above  briefly 
alluded,  but  which  might  be  given  to  you  more  in  detail  if  it  were  necessary, 
a  dilemma  again  presented  itself,  viz. :  whether  dear  and  valuable  rights 
should  be  surrendered  by  American  freemen  to  a  lawless  mob  of  foreign  Irish 
Cotholics,  or  should  be  insisted  upon.^*  It  was  decided  to  call  a  meeting  for 
the  7th  of  May  in  Independence  Square. 

Much  stress  has  been  laid,  in  a  certain  place,  upon  the  manner  in' which  this 
call  was  worded.  We  will  ask  you  to  recollect  the  honest  excitement  under 
which  that  call  was  written,  and  not  to  forget  who  raised  that  excitement.  No 
man  has  the  right  to  place  the  body  of  a  citizen  upon  the  rack,  and  then  ex¬ 
pect  him  to  behave  with  the  same  coolness  as  if  he  was  stretched  upon  a  bed 
of  down.  He  who  dams  up  a  torrent,  must  not  be  surprised  at  a  rush  of  wa¬ 
ters  when  the  obstacle  is  overcome. 

You,  making  due  allowance  for  the  circumstances,  will  read  the  call.  ^\Let 
every  man  come  prepared  to  defend  himself;'*^  these  were  the  words. 

A  call  “/o  come  prepared*’  does  not  necessarily  mean  come  with  arms;” 
and,  in  a  case  like  the  one  now  presented  to  you,  cannot  be  so  construed : 
but  it  was  only  “  to  defend  himself,”  which  is  lawful,  for  the  21st  section  of 
the  ninth  article  of  the  Constitution  of  Pennsylvania  declares,  that  “  the  right 
of  citizens  to  bear  arms  in  defence  of  themselves  and  the  State  shall  not  he 
questioned.” 

Self-defence  is  the  first  law  of  nature  ;  to  establish  its  rightfulness  needs  no 
appeal  to  books— to  maintain  it,  requires  no  aid  from  the  laws  of  man.  It  has 
been  planted  in  every  breast  by  an  All-wise  Creator,  and  its  growth  cannot  be 
stifled — no,  not  even  by  the  dictates  of  our  Holy  Religion  !  “  To  defend  him¬ 
self,”  to  s.  freeman,  is  “  to  maintain  the  sacred  rights  of  man,”  among  which 
(as  we  have  shown)  is  the  “  right  of  discussion  and  remonstrance.”  Did  our 
forefathers  act  in  self-defence  ?  Did  they  maintain  the  rights  of  man  ?  To 
go  still  further, — what  was  the  answer  of  our  Saxon  ancestors,  when  the  char¬ 
ter  of  their  liberties  was  demanded  ?  Each  man  drew  a  poignard  from  his 
bosom,  next  his  heart,  and  exclaimed,  “  By  this  we  won  them,  and  with  this 
we  will  defend  them  !”  And  shall  we  disgrace  our  noble  ancestry  ?  Be  it 
remembered  that  we  are  speaking  of  defence,  not  offence — we  are  speaking  of 
defending  life,  liberty,  swd  free  discussion,  and  such  high  and  we  are 
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jspeakmg  of  cases  of  emergency,  such  as  that  of  the  seventh  of  May,  \\  hen 
disorder  and  bloodshed  ran  riot,  and  the  voices  of  the  law  and  its  ministers 
were  drowned  amid  the  din  of  lawless  strife  and  rebellious  arms.  In  such  a 
case,  we  inquire,  “would  you  require  us  to  disgrace  our  noble  ancestry?”  Much 
also  has  been  said  of  the  adjournment  to  Kensington,  It  has  been  pronounced 
to  be  imprudent,  illegal  and  disastrous.  That  the  adjournment  was  no^  illegal, 
we  will  maintain  in  the  face  of  the  world.  If  the  Constitution  and  Laws  do 
not  limit  the  place  of  meeting,  who  has  a  right  to  do  so  ?  If  any  one  has  such 
right,  surely  it  is  not  possessed  by  a  band  of  Irish  rioters  !* 

We  confidently  assert  that  the  meeting  in  Independence  Square,  assembled 
under  no  notification  to  come  armed — that  it  was  not  composed  of  “  persons 
armed  with  deadly  weapons for,  of  the  thousands  who  attended  there,  not 
more  than  two  or  three  individuals  were  armed.  That  the  persons  who  met 
in  Independence  Square  passed  a  resolve  to  go  to  the  adjourned  meeting  «n- 
armed — and  that  they  did  go  unarmed.  We  shall,  tnerefore,  rob  this  adjourn¬ 
ment  of  the  features  supposed  to  render  it  obnoxious  to  the  charge  of  illegality. 
The  question  will  then  be  open  for  fair  discussion,  and  we  will  meet  it  fairly 
before  the  public.  As  to  the  imprudence  of  the  adjournment,  allow  us  to  sup¬ 
pose  a  case  which  may  throw  some  light  upon  the  subject.  Suppose  a  band 
of  lawless  men  should  determine  that  your  Honorable  House  of  Representa¬ 
tives  should  not  sit  in  your  Legislative  Hall ; — suppose  they  should  break  into 
it,  overturn  the  tables  and  benches,  tear  down  and  trample  under  foot  the  em¬ 
blem  of  Legislative  authority,  and  turn  the  members  into  the  street.  Now, 
suppose  the  honorable  members  of  that  House  should  meet  in  some  other 
place,  and  resolve  that  they  would  proceed  with  the  lawful  business  for  which 
they  were  elected ;  would  it,  or  would  it  not,  be  an  act  of  imprudence  to  insist 
upon  returning  to  the  very  spot  from  which  they  had  been  unlawfully  ejected  ? 
Allow  us,  with  profound  respect,  to  say,  that  their  right  to  meet  and  make 
laws  is  not  more  perfect  than  that  of  the  citizens  to  meet,  discuss,  and  remon^ 
strate — their  right  to  return  to  their  Legislative  Halls  is  no  greater  than  theirs 
to  return  to  Kensington. 

Before  the  meeting  of  the  3d  of  May,  two  attempts  had  been  made  by  the 
Americans  to  assemble  in  as  many  public  houses,  but  the  Irish  Catholics,  in 
efich  case,  threatened  the  owners  of  the  houses  w’ith  personal  injury,  dec.,  if 
they  allowed  the  meeting  to  take  place  on  their  premises  ;  and  thus  they  frus¬ 
trated  these  measures.  In  fact,  these  lawless  men  had  made  up  their  minds, 
and  so  expressed  themselves,  that  a  meeting,  whose  object  it  was  to  memo' 
rialize  Congress  to  alter  the  Naturalization  Laws,  shoidd  not  be  holden  in  the 
Ward. 

From  these  facts,  you  will  perceive  to  what  a  degraded  condition  those  per¬ 
sons  would  reduce  the  Native  American  citizens  of  the  City  and  County,  who 
would  require  them  tamely  to  submit  to  be  browbeat  and  hectored  out  of  their 
constitutional  rights  to  assemble  by  a  set  of  riotous  foreigners  ! 

But  you,  fellow  citizens,  are  not  going  to  condemn  free  born  Americans  to 
this  state  of  abject  slavery  ? 

In  respect  to  tlie  position  that  the  Americans  should  not  have  insisted  upon 
returning  to  Kensington,  to  hold  a  meeting  to  alter  the  Naturalization  law, 
because  that  district  is  inhabited  by  a  great  many  foreigners,  “  whose  feelings 
might  be  thereby  lacerated,”  w^e  regard  that  as  a  morbid  sensibility  which 

•  Josiah  Randall,  Esq.,  one  of  the  most  eminent  Counsellors  of  Law  of  the  Philadelphia 
Bar,  upon  his  examination  before  the  Jury  in  May,  1844,  was  asked  whether  the  adjournment 
from  Independence  Square  to  Kensington  was  legal,  and  he  answered  that “ it raas  legal” 
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sympathizes  with  persons  whose  hands  were  crimsoned  with  the  innocent 
blood  of  our  own  countrymen.  Besides,  where  were  these  impositions  to  end  ? 
If  the  Americans  had  surrendered  up  this  rights  what  security  would  they  have 
had  that  these  same  foreigners  would  not  have  followed  up  exaction  upon  ex¬ 
action,  until,  eventually,  no  American  meeting  could  be  holden,  for  any  pur¬ 
pose,  without  the  previous  license  of  these  foreigners  ? 

That  the  adjournment  was  disastrous,  all  agree  ;  but  we  say  that  default 
was  the  Irish  rioters.  The  approach  of  the  adjourned  meeting  in  Kensington 
was  anticipated  by,  and  prepared  for,  by  the  rioters.  There  remains  no  doubt 
in  our  minds  that  the  Catholic  Irish  had  determined  that  the  Native  American 
Republicans  should  hold  no  such  meeting  as  they  had  proposed  to  hold  in  the 
Ward,  and  that  they  (the  rioters)  would  resist  the  holding  of  any  such  meet¬ 
ing,  even  unto  death. 

A  respectable  witness  Jas  said  that  he  heard  some  of  them  call  out,  “  now 
the.  women  and  children  to  the  houses,  and  every  man  to  his  gun’' — another 
witness  heard  a  rioter  say,  “ now  get  the  guns’’  upon  which  men  ran  into  an 
alley,  and  «ach  one  came  out  again  well  armed.  Before  the  main  body  of  the 
citizens  had  yet  arrived  at  the  Kensington  ground,  a  few  boys  ran  out  of  the 
Market-house,  upon  which  they  were  immediately  fired  upon  hy  the  rioters, 
A  third  witness  has  sworn  that  he  saw  i\\e  first  fire,  and  that  it  came  from  the 
Irish  at  the  Hibernia  Hose  House ;  he  is  supported  in  this  by  still  another, 
who  has  sworn  that  the  first  gun  was  fired  by  the  Irish  rioters,  before  any  at¬ 
tack  was  made  by  the  Americans.  One  gentleman  saw  an  Irishman  come 
from  behind  a  brick  building,  kneel  down  and  take  deliberate  aim  at  an  Ame¬ 
rican,  as  one  would  at  a  wild  beast,  and  fire.  Several  other  witnesses  observed 
John  Taggert,  another  Irish  Catholic,  hiding  behind  an  old  stable,  and  saw 
him  aim  and  fire  upon  the  Americans.  One  of  the  balls  went  through  a  man 
named  Young.  Another  gentleman  saw  the  meeting  pelted  with  brickbats  and 
stones,  by  the  Irish,  before  anything  offensive  was  done  'by  the  members  of 
the  American  meeting.  A  general  firing  now  took  place  from  the  Irish  in 
Harmony  Court  and  the  Germantown  Road  ;  a  respectable  citizen  has  sworn 
that  he  saw  more  than  fifty  flashes  from  a  blue  frame  in  Harmony  Court. 
Another  saw  men  on  the  Germantown  Road,  hiding  and  firing,  like  savages — 
he  saw  one  Irishman  take  a  rest  on  a  fence,  and  fire  and  kill  a  man.  A  third 
has  proved  that  he  saw  the  men  in  Harmony  Court  come  out  into  Cadwallader 
street  and  fire,  and  then  retreat  to  load  anew.  Many  witnesses  have  proved 
that  port  holes  had  been  previously,  deliberately,  cut  in  the  houses  of  the  Irish 
in  the  vicinity,  out  of  which  to  fire  upon  the  Americans.  About  this  time, 
Rhinedollar,  an  American,  was  murdered  by  these  Irishmen. 

Under  these  imperious  circumstances,  and  thus  driven,  as  it  were,  to  the 
extremes  of  despair,  it  is  not  wonderful  (as  it  is  respectfully  submitted  to  you) 
that  the  Americans  should  have  retaliated,  and  endeavored  to  defend  them¬ 
selves  !  Is  there  any  thing  surprising  in  the  fact  that  they  should  beat  Tag¬ 
gert,  who  was  caught  in  the  very  act  of  murder  ? 

That  all  they  did,  at  that  time,  was  in  self-defence,  and  did  not  exceed  the 
bounds  of  the  law,  under  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  we  contend  is  very 
manifest.  We  respectfully  submit  that  it  is  alike  due  to  our  national  character 
for  peace  and  order,  to  the  hitherto  unblemished  reputation  for  sobriety  and 
submission  to  the  laws  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  City  and  County  of  Philadel¬ 
phia,  and  to  the  individual  feelings  and  standing  of  those  who  have  taken  a 
part  in  calling  and  holding  these  public  meetings,  and  have  been  thus  mal¬ 
treated,  that  a  fair  opportunity  should  be  given  to  have  the  whole  matter  de- 
liberatdy  and  impartially  examined,  and  the  result  published ;  that  not  only 
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our  own  citizens,  but  the  world,  may  know  that  it  was  not  the  Native  Ame¬ 
rican  citizens  of  these  districts,  but  a  band  of  lawless  Roman  Catholic  Irish¬ 
men.  mostly  aliens,  who  are  to  blame  for  the  disorders  that  have  disgraced 
our  City  and  County.  We  also  seek  an  opportunity  of  showing  that  the  acts 
of  retaliation  which  were  inflicted  upon  these  Irish  rioters,  (the  extremity  of 
which  no  persons  in  the  community  deplore  more  than  we  do,)  were  not  per¬ 
petrated  by  the  Native  American  Republicans,  but  by  some  ignorant  and  un¬ 
ruly  persons,  who  are  always  to  be  found  in  all  cities,  ready  to  take  advantage 
of  circumstances  to  gratify  their  love  of  riot  and  disorder,  but  for  whose  un¬ 
lawful  acts  the  Native  American  Republicans  are  no  more  answerable  than 
any  other  members  of  the  Commonwealth.  We  pity  these  men,  or  rather 
these  hoys,  (for  it  will  be  found  that  they  were  principally  minors,)  as  we  pity 
all  persons  who  offend  the  laws.  We  make  some  allowance  for  them,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  their  having  been  tempted  to  commit  violence  in  retaliation  for  the 
violence  previously  committed  by  the  Irish  Roman  Catholics  upon  the  Native 
Americans  ;  but  we  seek  not  to  justify  them.  If  they  have  offended,  let  them 
he  punished,  for  the  Law  must  be  supreme  !  These  are  the  sentiments  of 
the  Native  American  Republicans,  and  they  will  adhere  to  them,  be  the  con¬ 
sequences  what  they  may,  “  Fiat  Justiiia,  Ruat  Coelum,^^ 


SOUTHWARK  RIOT  OF  JULY,  1844. 

At  the  stated  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Commissioners  of  the  District  of 
Southwark,  held  on  Thursday  evening,  January  .30th,  1845,  the  following  re¬ 
port  was  read  and  adopted,  and  ordered  to  be  published  : 

The  Committee  appointed  on  the  24th  of  July,  1844,  to  inquire  into  the 
origin  of  the  tragic  events  which  transpired  in  this  District  on  the  7th  of  July, 
1844,  and  to  inquire  that  of  the  killed,  wounded,  arrested,  and  accused  on  that 
unhappy  occasion,  how  many  were  citizens  of  this  District,  and  how  many 
were  strangers  whose  residences  were  remote  from  the  District,  and  what  ef¬ 
forts  were  made  by  the  authorities  of  Southwark  to  subdue  the  tumult,  and 
prevent  the  destruction  of  property, 

REPORT: 

That  in  order  to  present  the  Board  with  a  faithful  and  authentic  record  of 
the  proceedings  in  this  District,  from  Friday,  the  6th  of  July,  1844,  the  day 
the  disquietude  among  the  public  first  commenced,  until  its  fatal  termination 
on  Sunday  night,  the  7th  of  July,  1844,  the  Committee  procured  the  testimo¬ 
ny  and  narrative  of  all  the  events,  taken  down  in  writing  from  the  lips  of  dif¬ 
ferent  reputable  citizens  of  the  District,  and  others,  non-residents,  who  were 
witnesses  of  the  whole  transactions  which  occurred  in  the  District,  from  the 
commencement  to  the  termination  of  the  disturbance. 

These  witnesses  all  concur  in  representing  that  the  first  alarm  which  was 
created  in  the  District,  was  occasioned  by  the  taking  into  the  church  of  St. 
Philip,  in  Queen  street,  in  open  daylight,  of  a  quantity  of  fire  arms  :  that  the 
reports  which  were  rapidly  circulated  throughout  the  city  and  districts,  of  the 
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arming  of  the  church,  had  drawn  great  crowds  of  people  into  Queen  street : 
that  bn  Friday  evening  the  Sheriff  arrived  on  the  ground,  having  been  notified 
by  several  citizens  of  the  prospect  of  a  tumult :  that  the  church  was  searched 
on  that  evening  by  the  Sheriff  and  a  committee  of  20,  appointed  by  himself  as 
Deputies,  who  found  and  removed  quantities  of  muskets,  powder,  ball,  and 
slugs :  that  when  the  Sheriff  first  arrived,  he  found  the  church  under  the  guard 
of  a  civil  posse,  summoned  together  by  the  Aldermen,  and  also  the  watchmen 
and  police  of  the  District ;  a  military  company  arrived  on  Friday  night,  and 
were  stationed  in  the  church. 

On  the  next  evening,  Saturday,  the  6th  of  July,  great  crowds  of  persons 
were  attracted  into  Queen  street  by  the  reports  of  the  confusion  whicli  existed 
around  about  the  church ;  these  people  appear  to  have  come  from  different 
parts  of  the  city  and  districts  ;  Gen.  Cadwallader  was  on  the  ground  with  a 
military  force  ;  one  person  was  arrested,  and  taken  to  the  church  and  detained 
there  ;  on  the  ensuing  Sunday,  the  excitement  appeared  to  be  redoubled,  and 
a  general  cry  was  raised  for  the  forcible  releasement  of  the  person  who  was 
arrested  on  Saturday,  and  held  in  the  church  as  a  prisoner  ;  people  from  all 
parts  were  flocking  into  the  District ;  forcible  measures  were  now  taken  by 
the  mob  to  assail  the  building,  for  the  purpose,  as  they  alleged,  of  releasing 
the  prisoner ;  a  cannon  was  brought  up  in  the  front,  and  one  in  the  rear  of 
the  church  ;  an  attempt  to  fire  off  the  cannon  in  Queen  street  was  frustrated 
by  the  timely  interference  of  the  Alderman  of  the  Second  Ward,  and  the  Su¬ 
perintendent  of  the  Southwark  police,  and  the  citizens  of  the  District  who  were 
present  preventing  violence  ;  several  reputable  citizens  interfered  with  the 
rioters,  who  were  levelling  their  cannon  in  the  rear  of  the  church,  and  suc¬ 
ceeded  in  having  it  removed  from  off  the  ground;  a  party  now  had  procured 
a  battering-ram  on  the  Queen  street  front  of  the  church,  and  made  a  forcible 
<  effort  to  make  a  breach  in  the  church  door. 

Here,  dlso,  they  were  resisted  by  a  number  of  citizens  of  the  District,  who 
'had  come  forward  and  volunteered  their  services  to  the  police  for  the  protec- 
(tion  of  the  peace,  and  the  safety  of  the  property  of  the  church. 

The  Committee  infer  that  the  disorderly  and  riotous  individuals  who  had 
charge  of  the  cannon  and  battering-ram,  must  have  been  non-residents  and 
strangers  in  the  District  of  Southwark,  as  none  of  them  were  recognized  or 
known  by  any  of  the  respectable  citizens  who  have  given  in  their  narratives  to 
the  Committee. 

Finally,  the  gentleman  who  had  been  held  as  a  prisoner  in  the  church  was 
released ;  the  military  guard  left  the  church,  and  the  whole  care  of  protecting 
the  property  and  subduing  the  tumult  now  devolved  upon  the  citizens  of  the 
District  of  Southwark,  who  had  stepped  forth  voluntarily  as  a  civil  posse. 
This  civil  guard  succeeded  in  their  undertaking  ;  they  took  the  entire  posses¬ 
sion  of  the  church  into  their  own  hands,  and  drove  out  of  iis  doors  all  persons  not 
associated  with  them  as  a  civil  guard.  The  crowds  aroun'd  Queen  street  now 
became  satisfied  that  all  causes  of  offence  to  the  building  had  been  removed, 
and  gradually  dispersed  away. 

Peace  and  quietness  had  now  been  restored  by  the  peaceable  exertions  of 
this  civic  guard,  and,  as  the  witnesses  nearly  all  concur,  whilst  the  guard  and 
peaceable  citizens  were  congratulating  themselves  upon  the  restoration  of  peace 
and  order,  and  the  success  of  their  labors  in  preventing  the  building  from  being 
injured  or  fired,  their  attention  was  arrested  by  the  sudden  and  unexpected  ar¬ 
rival  of  a  military  force  under  the  command  of  General  Cadwallader. 

The  witnesses  describe  this  military  array  as  marching  down  Queen  street 
towards  the  church  with  music  playing,  and  attended  by  a  large  crowd,  who 
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had  followed  them  from  the  city,  through  the  District,  into  Queen  street.  On- 
reaching  the  front  of  the  church,  the  officer  in  command  halted  his  troops  ;  and 
after  congratulating  the  civic  guard  for  their  exertions  in  successfully  resisting 
the  mob,  and  in  preserving  the  building,  he  desired  that  the  guard  should  leave 
the  church,  and  surrender  it  up  to  him  for  protection  ;  this  was  complied  with, 
and  before  the  guard  had  all  reached  Second  street,  on  their  passage  from  the 
church,  down  Queen,  a  distance  of  not  more  than  two  hundred  feet,  the  sol¬ 
diers  had  fired  upon  the  citizens  at  the  corner  of  Queen  and  Second  streets ;  in 
which  fire  several  citizens — one  of  them  a  respectable,  quiet  inhabitant  of  the 
District,  Mr.  William  Crozier,  in  Plum  street,  aged  thirty-six  years,  who  was 
one  of  the  civil  guard  who  had  charge  of  the  church,  and  Isaac  Freed,  of  Green 
street.  Spring  Garden,  aged  sixty-one  years,  and  a  man  named  Ellis  Lewis, 
aged  about  25  years,  a  stranger — were  shot  dead,  besides  several  wounded. 
One  of  the  witnesses  represents  himself  to  have  been  in  Queen,  going  towards 
Front ;  on  hearing  the  report  of  guns,  he  wheeled  around,  and  saw  a  number 
of  persons  lying  in  the  street ;  some  appeared  to  be  dead,  and  some  appeared 
to  be  undergoing  great  agony. 

A  number  of  these  witnesses  were  standing  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of 
Queen  and  Second  streets  at  the  time  of  the  fire,  who  represent  that  the  con- 
fussion,  terror  and  horror  of  the  whole  multitude  at  that  awful  moment  was  in¬ 
tense  and  wild.  They  all  concur  in  opinion  that  the  fire  was  cruel,  unneces¬ 
sary,  and,  as  they  represent  it,  a  wanton  sacrifice  of  human  life.  They  all 
represent  that  at,  and  immediately  before,  the  arrival  of  the  soldiers,  order, 
peace  and  quiet  had  been  perfectly  restored — that  there  existed  no  necessity 
whatever  far  their  assistance — and  that  the  dreadful  scenes  which  were  enacted 
in  this  District  an  that  memorable  Sunday  evening,  all  resulted  in  same  un¬ 
accountable,  inexplicable,  and  trifling  dispute  with  an  officer  and  a  citizen 
standing  at  the  corner  of  Queen  and  Second  streets.  The  firing  of  the  soldiers 
must  have  been  precipitated  by  some  sudden  explosion  of  anger  on  the  part  of 
the  officer  in  question,  as  all  the  witnesses  concur  in  saying  that,  from  the  first 
arrival  of  the  soldiers  in  front  of  the  church  until  the  fire,  not  more  than  ten 
minutes  could  have  elapsed. 

The  Committee,  on  making  the  foregoing  statement,  have  merely  given  to^ 
the  Board  circumstances  and  accounts  as  they  have  been  found  contained  in^ 
the  several  narratives  of  the  eye-witnesses,  to  which  they  have  before  referred* 
These  narratives  they  now  present  with  this  report.  They  are  full,  explicit^ 
and  circumstantial,  and  they  aU  go  to  prove  that  the  foregoing  report  of  the 
events  of  the  5th,  6th,  and  7th  of  July,  1844,  are  true,  and  form  a  record  of 
the  awful  occurrences  which  wiH  constitute  an  important  era  in  the  history  of 
this  District. 

The  Committee  have  likewise  procured  from  the  Coroner  a  certificate  of  the 
killed  in  this  District  on  the  7th  of  July,  including  not  only  the  defenceless 
and  unoffending  citizens  who  were  slain  by  the  fire  of  the  military,  but  also  a 
statement  of  the  whole  who  were  killed  during  the  wild  and  frantic  conflict 
between  the  populace  and  the  soldiers,  during  that  horrible  night. 

This  certificate  of  the  Coroner  exhibits  a  list  of  the  names,  ages  and  resi¬ 
dences  of  13  men  killed.  Among  the  killed,  two  were  residents  of  Southwark, 
five  residences  unknown,  two  residents  in  the  city,  two  in  Spring  Garden,  two 
soldiers  from  Germantown. 

The  Committee  now  submit  the  following  : 

Resolved,  That  this  report  be  entered  upon  the  Minutes  of  this  Board,  and 
that  the  narratives,  furnished  by  the  persons  who  were  witnesses  of  the  whole 
events,  be  filed  among  the  papers  of  this  District,  as  forming  an  authentic  re- 
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cord  of  the  dreadful  scenes  and  events  of  the  Tth  of  July,  1844,  and  that  the 
same  be  subject  to  the  inspection  of  any  citizen  of  the  District  who  may  desire 
to  see  and  read  the  same. 

J.  Feinour,  L.  Paynter, 

D.  H.  Bowen,  Thos.  D.  Grover, 

Isaac  Dutton. 


The  following  is  the  Certificate  of  the  Coroner,  mentioned  in  the  above 
to  the  persons  killed  during  the  Riots. 

List  of  Killed  in  the  Late  Riot  in  Southwark, 

report,  in  relation 

1.  Ellis  Iiewis,  residence  not  known. 

aged  25 

2.  John  Cook, 

33 

3.  William  Crozier,  Plumb  street, 

36 

4.  H.  Troutman,  Germantown,  a  soldier. 

4C 

30 

5.  Jas.  Dougherty,  Sixth  street,  above  Spruce, 

it 

15 

6.  Gerhart  Ellis,  Queen  street. 

it 

28 

7.  James  Linsinbigler,  Parrish  street. 

U 

19 

8.  Isaac  Freed,  Green  street. 

u 

61 

9.  David  Cathcart, 

i.1 

27 

10.  Edward  Lyon, 

a 

25 

11.  Thomas  C.  Saunders, 

u 

18 

12.  Elijah  B.  Jester,  Second  street,  above  Spruce, 

13.  John  Guyer,  of  Germantown,  (no  inquest,)  a  soldier. 

it 

38 

Frakcis  Brelsfoiii),  Coroneri, 
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